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Capt. McKenna graduated from the United States Merchant Marine 
Academy in June 1984 and was commissioned as an Ensign in the 
United States Naval Reserve.  He activated his commission in January 
1985 and reported to Surface Warfare Officer’s School in Newport, Rhode 
Island.  
 
He has served in five ships, USS Estocin (FFG-15)) as CIC Officer and 
Main Propulsion Assistant from June 1985 to June 1988, USS Fairfax 
County (LST-1193) as Operations Officer from January 1992 to June 
1993, USS Mobile (LKA-115) as First Lieutenant from July 1993 to 
January 1994, USS Belleau Wood (LHA-3) as First Lieutenant from May 
1994 to December 1995 and USS Ponce (LPD-15) as Executive Officer 
from February 1998 to June 1999.  
 
Additionally, he was assigned to the following shore commands.  From 
June 1988 until June 1991, he was Manpower Officer at Naval Reserve 
Readiness Command Region Eight.  From January 1996 until November 
of 1997, he was Commanding Officer of the Naval and Marine Corps 
Reserve Center in West Palm Beach, FL.  From August 1999 until August 
2001, he served as a Liaison Officer for the Commander, Belgian-
Netherlands Task Group.  From September 2001 until September 2003, 
he served as an Action Officer on the staff of the Director of Naval 
Reserve in Washington, DC.   
 
Capt. McKenna served as Chief Staff Officer for Naval Coastal Warfare 
Squadron 25 from October 2003 to October 2005.  In that capacity, he 
deployed to Kuwait in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.   
 
He was most recently the Assistant Chief of Staff for Training at Navy 
Expeditionary Combat Command prior to assuming command of 
Maritime Civil Affairs Group in May 2008. 
  


