GUIDANCE FOR RECEIPT OF GIFTS

FROM NON-FEDERAL SOURCES

September 26, 2001

Introduction:

As a result of the attack on the Pentagon on September 11, 2001, and the subsequent call-up of Reservists, many individuals and organizations have offered gifts to the Department of Defense, military personnel, and victims of the attack and their families.  The guidance below addresses the circumstances under which Federal personnel of this Department may accept such offers.

General Information:


Federal personnel (and their families) may accept unsolicited gifts from non-Federal sources as long as:

(1) Such gifts are not offered because of their official position, or 

(2) Such gifts are not offered by a “prohibited source” (any person who seeks official action from the employee’s agency, does or seeks to do business with his agency, conducts activities regulated by his agency, or has interests that may be substantially affected by the individual employee).

If any of the above conditions exist, Federal personnel may not accept such gifts unless the gifts are exempted by regulation.  Some exceptions, which may apply to the current situation, are described below:

Scholarships: DoD personnel and their dependents may accept educational scholarships or grants as long as the scholarship is part of an established program of scholarships, which are awarded on a regular basis, pursuant to objective criteria; or the scholarship is established for the benefit of DoD personnel, and the recipients are selected pursuant to written standards established by the Secretary of Defense.

Discounts and Similar Benefits: Benefits offered by persons, who are not prohibited sources, to groups or classes of Federal personnel in a manner that does not discriminate among the personnel based on official responsibility, grade, or rank, may be accepted.  Examples of such benefits include gifts or discounts offered to recalled Reservists, victims, or rescue workers.

The above exceptions are only two exceptions.  There are many others.  Federal personnel should consult their legal counsel or ethics officials if they have any questions.

Please remember that solicitation of gifts, even for other Federal personnel, is prohibited unless it is part of an official fundraising program.  All Federal employees may contribute to national and local relief efforts through their participation in the Combined Federal Campaign.  Employees may designate their payroll deduction or make a cash/check contribution to the organization of their choice.  Furthermore, the Office of Personnel Management has authorized DoD Department and Agency heads to conduct a special CFC solicitation of Federal employees.  The Secretary of the Navy has authorized such solicitations within the Department of the Navy. Such a solicitation will allow Federal employees to assist with the ongoing relief efforts in New York City and the National Capital Area with a one-time cash or check donation.

Monetary Gifts to Federal Personnel:

Monetary gifts to Federal personnel, such as victims of the attack and their families, should be made directly to private relief organizations that are providing assistance to affected personnel.  Donations made to such charitable organizations are tax-deductible for donors, who itemize deductions on their income tax returns.   

Listed below are several relief organizations that have established specific funds for the victims of the September 11th attack. This list may not be complete and does not constitute an endorsement of any particular organization.

Organizations which will forward all donations to victims of the September 11th attack:

Armed Services YMCA of the USA National Headquarters Staff

Armed Services YMCA 6225 Brandon Avenue, Suite 215, Springfield, VA 22150-2510 

Phone: (703) 866-1260 

FAX: (703) 866-9215 

Toll Free: 1-800-597-1260

Web Site:  http://www.asymca.org

Organizations which have set up special funds:

The Army Emergency Relief Society, Alexandria, VA

 Contact: Colonel Greg Mason at (703) 325-0463

 Internet web site:  http://www.aerhq.org

 Name of Fund: The Pentagon Victims Fund

The Federal Employee Education & Assistance Fund (FEEA), Littleton, CO

 Contact: 1-800-323-4140 or (303) 933-7580

 Internet web site:  http://www.feea.org

 Name of Fund: The Federal Employee Education & Assistance Fund

 Send checks to: FEEA World Trade Center/Pentagon Fund

                           8441 W. Bowles Avenue, Suite 200, Littleton, CO 80123-9501

The Navy & Marine Corps Relief Society, Arlington, VA

 Contact: Mr. John Alexander at (703) 696-4904

 Internet web site:  http://www.nmcrs.org 

 Name of Fund: The Pentagon Assistance Fund

Organizations which provide assistance to victims as part of their general funds:

The Air Force Aid Society

 Suite 202

 1745 Jefferson Davis Highway

 Arlington, VA  22202

 Internet web site:  http://www.asaf.org

 Contact: (703) 607-3134

United Service Organizations

 1008 Eberle Place, SE, Suite 301

 Washington Navy Yard, DC 20374-5096

 Internet web site: http://www.uso.org

 Contact: 1-800-876-7496

Gifts to the Department of Defense: DoD is not authorized to accept money in order to pass it through to the victims and their families.  However, under 10 U.S.C. 2601, people may donate real or personal property directly to the Service Secretaries for use by the individual Service.  Additionally, under 10 U.S.C. 2608, people may donate real and personal property to the Secretary of Defense.  However, cash contributions to the Secretary are placed in the Defense Cooperation Account, and DoD may spend the money pursuant only to a Congressional appropriation.

DoD (Property): Washington Headquarters Service Real Estate and Facilities Director’s Office


Cherie Stallman or Mae Brown (703) 692-9177 or (703) 692-9164

DoD (Monetary Donations): Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS), Attn: DFAS-DAT, Directorate for Trust Fund Accounting, Room 417, 1931 Jefferson Davis Highway, Arlington, VA  22240-5291.   Mr. John Matasovsky, (703) 604-0919.

Army:  PERSCOM.   Mr. James H. Davis, (703) 325-4648; fax: 703-325-4532; email  DavisJ@hoffman.army.mil

Navy and Marine Corps: AAUSN/SPD   Ms. Joyce Moore,  (703) 693-0933; fax:  (703) 693-1190;  email moore.joyce@hq.navy.mil

Air Force: HQ USAF/JAG  Lt Col Robert Smith  (703) 614-4075; fax (703) 614-2205.

Donations of Services: Under 10 U.S.C. 1588, the Service Secretaries may accept volunteer medical, dental, and health-care services.  The Service Secretaries may also accept volunteer services that support members of the armed forces and their families in areas such as family support programs, child development and youth programs, library and education programs, religious programs, housing referral programs, employment assistance programs for military spouses, and morale, welfare and recreation programs.  Pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 2608, the Secretary of Defense may only accept services from foreign governments and international organizations.

Donations of Building Equipment and Materials: Pentagon Renovation/Emergency Operations Site (PENREN) at (703) 528-9524

Donations of Volunteer Services at the Pentagon Emergency Site: (e.g., rubble removal): Arlington County (Virginia) Emergency Operations Center at (703) 228-7506

Information Technology Support: Network Infrastructure Services Agency – Pentagon (NISA-P) at (703) 695-3934

Additional information regarding donations may be obtained from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Internet web site at http://www.fema.gov
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