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Secretary Rumsfeld and Marine Gen. Peter Pace, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, briefed the Pentagon press corps on April 11. Following are highlights of their remarks.

Iran

· Iran is a country that supports terrorists and has indicated an interest in having weapons of mass destruction.

· President Bush and America’s allies are on a diplomatic track with regard to Iran. The president’s policy is the Defense Department’s policy.

Contingency Planning

· The Joint Chiefs of Staff have the responsibility to watch for the potential for conflict around the world. They routinely look at worst-case scenarios that might unfold in the coming months and at resources available to handle these scenarios.

· There are 2.4 million U.S. servicemembers – active duty, Guard and Reserve. Approximately 200,000 are currently in the Gulf Region. There are sufficient personnel, weapons and equipment to handle any potential adversary.

Iraq Planning Included Opportunities to Voice Concerns

· Discussions in pre-war planning for Iraq with Gen. Tommy Franks, then commander of U.S. Central Command, were open and included questions about what might go right or wrong, and what was needed.

· Before final orders were given, the Joint Chiefs met in private with Gen. Franks, and assured themselves that the plan was solid and that resources needed would be allocated. The Joint Chiefs met with the secretary and with the president, who also met with the combatant commanders before a final decision was made.

· The plan that was executed was developed and presented by military officers, questioned by civilians, revamped by military officers and blessed by the senior military leadership.

· The military leaders then and now have every opportunity to speak their minds; their opinions are elicited and expected. They are questioned in their confirmation hearings before Congress whether they will give their personal opinions.

· The Joint Chiefs and the combatant commanders give their best military advice to the secretary and to the president. U.S. troops deserve and will continue to get their best military thinking.

· Gen. Pace stated his belief that the system works. He said, “I wanted to tell you how I have observed it working for five years, because the articles that are out there about folks not speaking up are just flat wrong.”

U.S. Troop Drawdown in Iraq

· U.S. and Coalition forces continue to pass responsibility to Iraqi Security Forces, including forward operating bases and territory. 
· U.S. military commanders are continually assessing developments on the ground. Their recommendations are passed to the secretary, who makes recommendations to the president with the advice and counsel of the Joint Chiefs. 

Links: transcript; Gen. Pace biography
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