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Operation Mountain Thrust Pursuing Extremists in Afghanistan

· More than 10,000 Afghan and Coalition forces are continuing to go on the offensive in southern Afghanistan as part of Operation Mountain Thrust.

· The large-scale operation aims to defeat extremist forces by putting pressure on their sanctuaries and known areas of operation, thus disrupting their ability to intimidate the Afghan people.

· Coalition forces are supporting Afghan national security forces, which have the lead for the operation that began in mid-May. 

· The operations are a precursor to follow-on efforts that will strengthen good governance in the region, improve security, and enable reconstruction and economic development.

· Mountain Thrust will also help set conditions for the NATO-International Security Assistance Force transition scheduled later this summer.

NATO Security Assistance Paving Way for Reconstruction, Development

· NATO Secretary-General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer reaffirmed the alliance’s support to security and stability in Afghanistan at a meeting of defense ministers in Brussels, Belgium, on June 8, which Secretary Rumsfeld attended.
· Scheffer said NATO’s security assistance to the Afghanistan government will help pave the way for reconstruction and development. 
· NATO’s mission in Afghanistan is carried out under the auspices of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF).
· ISAF is currently in command of the security mission in north and west Afghanistan. ISAF is slated to take control in the south this summer and in the east by the end of the year.

· Afghan Defense Minister Abdul Rahim Wardak attended the meeting. He said delivering increased security and prosperity will show Afghans the model of what a democratic government can deliver, and will marginalize extremists in Afghanistan and around the world. 

President Bush Signs Emergency Funding Bill with Funds for Iraq, Afghanistan Wars
· President Bush on June 15 signed a $94 billion emergency funding bill that includes $43.5 billion for ongoing operations in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Links
Department of Defense special web page on Afghanistan
U.S. Central Command’s Combined Forces Command-Afghanistan web page
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