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Defense Department in support of State Department

· The Department of Defense is supporting the Department of State in efforts to evacuate U.S. citizens from Lebanon because of the fighting there.

· The Department of Defense started acting as soon as it received a draft request last week.

· The requirements for a safe, secure and rapid operation are being balanced with a sense of urgency for the mission. 

Assets
· The contracted ship the Orient Queen departed Beruit at approximately nine o’clock eastern daylight time with more than 1,000 Americans aboard. It will take 24 hours for the ship to sail to Cyprus, unload the passengers, and sail back to Beruit.

· U.S. Transportation Command has chartered two additional commercial ships. One is the motor ferry Rahmah, a Panamanian ship. It has a capacity of approximately 1,000 passengers and is expected to commence operations out of Beirut on July 21. 

· A third ship under contract is the high-speed vessel Vittoria, an Italian flag ship with a capacity of 330 passengers. It is also undergoing a safety and readiness inspection and should commence operations on the 22nd.

· USS Nashville will begin operations on Thursday and should be able to handle 1,000 U.S. citizens a day. 

· Two guided missile destroyers – the USS Gonzalez and the USS Barry -- are being used for escort for the commercial carriers.

· The USS Mount Whitney is on station. It is a command and control ship which Marine Brig. Gen. Carl Jensen, commander of Task Force 59, could use for his command post if needed.

· Five more ships will enter the joint operational area in the upcoming days.

· The three CH-53 cargo helicopters from the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit and the three MH-53s from U.S. forces based in the United Kingdom continue to transport U.S. citizens by air from Beirut to Cyprus.

Capacity to Move Citizens

· Today the military has the capacity to evacuate about 1,340 Americans; Thursday it will be 2,400; Friday it will be about 3,800 and Saturday, with all the assets on station, the capacity should be 6,500. The U.S. embassy and the State Department requested the military meet a capacity of 2,000 a day. 
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