Nomination for the
Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher Distinguished Civilian Humanitarian Award

Part I - Biographical Data '

Name: Mr. Mario Monaco Jr. (USMC Reserve GYSGT Retired, 31 Oct 05)
Title/Position: Owner, Jackie Evans, Inc. (clothes and sportswear)
Address: 2 Crestwood Avenue, Fairfield, NJ 07004

Telephone: (H) 973-575-7925 (W) 973-471-6991

E-Mail: mario @susanamonaco.com

Fax: 973-471-1843

Period of Service: 1 Nov 05 — 1 Sep 07

Nominator Name: Mr. James C. Sutton

Title/Rank/Position: SES / Deputy Program Executive Officer Ammunition
Address: 171 Buffington Road, Picatinny Arsenal, New J ersey 07806-5000
Signature Block: James C. Sutton, Deput Executive Officer Ammunition

Signature:

Part IT - Htimanitarian Service -
Life Time Contribution: 1 Nov 05 — 1 Sep 07

Award Justification: Supporting Documentation Attached

Award Recognition: Attached certificates and notes of appreciation.

Part III - Award Criteria and Achievement

1. Exemplifies personal qualities of patriotism, generosity, and selfless dedication to
the members of the Armed Forces of the United States, through an outstanding
humanitarian act or service. (Achievement # 1)

* Dedicates countless hours in caring and compassionate service as Chairman of the
Marines Helping Marines Program of the L/CPL Chris Cosgrove III Detachment

#206 of the Marine Corps League. This program provides monthly visits to Walter
Reed and Bethesda Naval Hospitals since June 2005. Visited service members, not
just Marines, receive comfort packs of toothpaste, shampoo, soap, water bottle,
mouthwash, breath fresheners, phone cards, beanie babies, hand softener, Veteran’s
Affairs benefits book, t-shirts, blankets, etc. collected and issued by Mr. Monaco.
Approximately 300 veterans have been visited to date. .

The Marines Helping Marines Program provides financial assistance to Marines,
other service members and military families in need. In the month of Au gust 2007, as
an example, three Marines and families received financial assistance of $400, $500
and $400. Mr. Monaco has successfully solicited funds for this use from corporate
and veterans’ organizations.

Coordinates all color guards provided to the Family & Friends for Freedom Fund,

American Legion, Veteran of Foreign Wars, Slattery Detachment Marine Corps
League, church and school events.



* Ambassador for Marines Helping Marines and others by visiting with local civic

groups and Veterans groups to raise awareness of the needs of wounded Soldiers,
Marines, Sailors and military families.

2. Selfless contributes an extraordinary amount of time, talent, or resources to
benefit members of the Armed forces of the United States. (Achievement # 2)

* Contributed $5,000 to the National Marine Helping Marines Program Marine Corps
League. Donated $5,000 to Family and Friends for Freedom Fund which financially
supports all branches of the Armed Services. “Devil Dog” sponsor of $1,000 in local
golf outing in support of the L/CPL Chris Cosgrove III Detachment #206 of the
Marine Corps League.

* Raised through the Marines Helping Marines program $11,000 for the 2007 Bethesda
Hospital Marine Ball.

» Coordinator of the Leatherneck Semper Fi Motorcycle Run to Bethesda Naval
Hospital to raise funds and serve a BBQ for the wounded service members and their
families.

¢ Mr. Monaco owns a clothing manufacturing company that custom makes and donates
USMC, Army, Navy and Iwo Jima logo blankets given to wounded service members
during monthly VA hospital visits.

¢ Mr. Monaco donates new women’s clothes (blouses, t-shirts, slacks, skirts, dresses
and shorts) from his factory to wounded female service members and female
attending family members in need while staying at the visited VA hospitals.

3. Significantly enhances the quality of life of military members or their families
through the act of service. (Achievement # K))

e Mr. Monaco collects, assembles, stores and issues at his clothing factory comfort
packs for donation to wounded veterans during monthly visits to Bethesda Naval
Hospital and Walter Reed Hospital. The comfort packs include personal hygiene
items, pens, paper, clothes, CD players, CDs, hats, phone cards and VISA gift cards
(Subway, Dunkin Donuts). He solicits item donations from hotels, corporations,
medical offices, food franchises, etc.

* Supported a funding request to support volunteers who are building a wounded
Soldier and his wife a home in Wharton, New J ersey as part of the Homes for Troops
program. The recovering soldier has had over 80 medical operations.

* Mr. Monaco negotiated $100 round trip Continental airline tickets from Camp
Pendleton, California to Newark, New Jersey for 65 volunteer Marines of the 1°
Battalion, 25™ Marines so they could visit home before deploying to Iraq.

* Mr. Monaco supports service members and families as the local “go t0” person to
make local veteran events happen, such as dedication of a memorial stone for a fallen
Marine at County College of Morris; dedication of two streets in Hanover, New
Jersey, to two local fallen Marines; Veteran’s Breakfast at Notre Dame Church, North
Caldwell, New Jersey; driving veterans that cannot walk in local military parades in
Mr. Monaco’s 1953 M30A1 Jeep; and arranging for hundreds of New Jersey combat
veterans to receive New Jersey’s Distinguished Service Medal.



Part IV - Proposed Citation

Mr. Mario Monaco Jr. is recognized for outstanding humanitarian service to the
United States Armed Forces by actively supporting numerous veteran
organization’s programs and individual service member needs with his
organizational skills, money, and his company’s clothing and blankets. His service

has aided wounded veterans in hospitals and recognized contributions of both living
and deceased service members in local events and ceremonies.

Award Nomination POC: Mark Eldridge, 973-724-6095 DSN: 880-6095
mark.e.eldridge @us.army.mil
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The Consul General of Brazil José Alfredo Graca Lima and his
wife Marisa rolled out the red carpet at the Brazilian Ambassador’s
Residence to welcome the friends of the Bronx Museum of the Arts
and celebrate their wildly successful show Tropicdlia: A Revolution in
Brazilian Culture.

The exhibit opened last month when Mayor Bloomberg cut the ribbon
on the museum’s new $19 million building. “The Bronx Museum of the
Arts has put the “grand” back in the “Grand Concourse.” he said.

Tropicélia, curated by Carlos Basualdo and Lydia Yee, is the first
comprehensive exhibition exploring one of the most significant
chapters in the world’s modern cultural history. It was the late 1960s,
when daring experiments in Brazilian art, music, film, architecture and
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Manhattan orthodontist and former Marine Dr. Peter Theodorou and
his brother Dr. Spero Theodorou hosted a “Red Party Benefit” for the
Marine Assist Foundation at Lollipop on the Upper East Side two
Saturdays ago.

The party raised awareness and funds for the foundation, which offers
free dental and plastic surgery services to Marine veterans of
Afghanistan and Iraq. As Director of Operations in NYC of the Marines
Helping Marines program, Dr. Peter Theodorou has extended his
efforts in helping those who have fought courageously and brought
together friends, family, colleagues and supporters of Marine Assist for
this special occasion. Everything from the décor of the lounge to the
attire of the guests was donned in red, adding to the festivities of the
evening. The benefit raised $2,400 dollars for the foundation.

Guests and supporters included event producer Yanni Diskini, Dr.
Michael Kane, David Sturner, Catherine Saliter, Kelly Sullivan,
Nancy Pearson, Justin Mitchell, Sarah Maxwell, Julie Theodorou,
Vanessa Vander Gast, Dr. Stacy Zarakiotis, Trish Alva, vy Cho,
Theodore Goneos, Mario Monaco, Steven Eilat, Gerald Harrington,

http:// www.newyorksocialdiary.com/partypictures/2006/1 2_04_06/partypictures12_04_06.... 9/18/2007
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and Tania Maneiro.

For more information on the Marine Assist Foundation or to make a
donation, please visit click he

Merily Jurna

The scene at Lof‘llpop Sarah Maxwell and Catherine Salte
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Dr. Nancy Rosen, Dr. Peter Theodorou, and Dr. Stacy Zarakiotis KateWelnberg, Megan Sullivan, and vy Cho
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Dr. Karina Chayevsky

Dino Antvoutlis and Tania Maneirc
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Dr. Peter Theodorou and Catherine
Salter

Photographs by Nell Rasmus/®Patrick McMullan (Tropicalia).
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Mission Statement:

To render free plastic sirgery and dental services to Marine veterans of the
Afghanistan and Irag wars.

Who we are;
A group of Marines and caring patriots

Apply today for the
MC-LEF WorldPoints¥ Who is this offered to:
Hlattnuoy Plus® Mgt orCorg®h » Service-members/veterans released from active duty
trem Bank of Americat o Veterans that served and were injured in the Alfghanistan and lrag wars

Please Note:
¢ The Plastic Surgeon’s fee is waved. The dentist's fee is waived.
e The hospital fee, Anesthesiologist's fee and any materials fee will be covered
through donations.
s Transportation can be arranged!.
¢ There is NO charge to the service-members/veterans.

Marine Assist is supported by the Marine Corps Law Enforcement Foundation

For further information please contact:
SGT/Dr. Peter Theodorou

doctor@ newyorkcityorthodontics,.com
(917) 334-5063

For donations please make out checks to: Marine Corps LEF
Put in Memo: MARINE Assist

Mail check to:

Marine Corps Law Enforcement Foundation - Marine Assist
SGT/Dr. Peter Theodorou

10 Rockefeller Plaza

Suite # 1007

New York, NY 10020

The Marine Corps - Law Enforcement Foundation, Inc. is also registered to participate
in the Combined Federal Campaigns (CFC #2134),

http://www.mc—lef.com/MarineAssist.asp 9/18/2007
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We are a 501(c)3 charity, IRS tax number 22-3357410.

Marine Corps - Law Enforcement Foundation, Inc. :

. PO Box 37, Mountain Lakes, NJ 07046
Tel: 877.606.1775 :: Fax: 973.625.923

9 :: e-mail: info@me-letf.org

http://www.mc-lef.com/MarineAssist.asp 9/18/2007
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Member Center Dentist, former Marine donates care packages to Posted Dec. 14, 200¢
wounded soldiers
I Resources

& Publications By Jennifer Garvin
L
ADAPUBLICATIONS New York—The moito "Once a Marine, always a Marine" is something that drives Dr, Peter
About ADA Publishing Theodorou each day.
* ADA News Today

Advertise in A New York City orthodontist, Dr. Theodorou joined the Marines in May

ADA Publications 2001 and later served as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2003 as a

Advocacy & Legal corporal in an infantry unit and iater as a sergeant in a scout/sniper

Publications platoon. He spent 94 days in combat and received a presidential unit

Buying Guide Citation.

Classifieds

E-Publications/E-mail Although he's been home for more than three years, his mind is never

Journal of the ADA very far from the Marines.

Subscribe Ja
Professicnal Product That connection that led him to join Marines Helping Marines, a national Dr. Theodorou:
Review program that provides care packages to wounded and recovering "Marines look out

soldiers at major military hospitals such as Bethesda (Md.) Naval
Hospital, Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C.,, the
burn unit at Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio and Balboa

Navy Medical Center in San Diego. Currently Dr. Theodorou is the director of operations for
New York City.

for Marines."”

The program, which began in 2003, is supported by the Marine Corps League and delivers
You & personalized care packages to Marines as well as to injured Army, Navy and Air Force

. ersonnel.
Your Practice P

Dr. Theodorou said he got involved with MHM after his former platoon leader, Gunnery Sgt.
Mario Monaco, asked him if he'd be willing to donate dental supplies for injured Marines,

He jumped at the chance to get involved, but said he wanted to do more than just donate
toothbrushes. He thought, why not do complete care packages? Something to let the wounded
know their fellow Marines and soldiers were thinking about them.

To date, MHM has deliversd more than 500 such packages with more than 150 at the ready.
The packages are delivered personally and contain toothbrushes and floss, but also nondental

items such as DVDs, phone cards, stamps and batteries, Any thing to make a hospital stay
easier on a patient.

“Nine times out of 10, we give a Marine a care package and they say, ‘Give it to someone who
needs it more," " Dr. Theodorou said. "We tell them, 'No, this one is for you and they're going to

http://www.ada.org/prof/resources/pubs/adanews/adanewsarticle.asp?articlcid=2267 9/18/2007
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one, too.' Marines look out for Marines."

Theodorou is responsible for gathering the donated materials, which he in turn gives to

0 who has them assembled before the Marine Corps League picks them ur
delivery.
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The L/ Cpl. Robert J. Slattery Detachment
Marine Corps League #206

February 10, 2007

Gunny Mario Monaco
18-26 3rd St.
Passaic, N.J. 07055

Dear Mario,

The members of the L/Cpl. Robert J. Slattery Detachment of the Marine Corps League
and I would like to express our sincere appreciation for your recent donation to the

Marines Helping Marines program of the Marine Corps League and the Family & Friends
for Freedom Fund.

Not only will the donation assist us in our visitation to Bethesda Naval and Walter Reed
Army Hospitals but it will provide the needed cash to purchase the lap blankets and gift
cards which in turn are donated to the injured soldiers, sailors and Marines.

As you know, each one of the injured we visit on these monthly trips gets one of these
blankets, Each warrior appreciates this gift as well as the other items that are handed out.

To some, these items mean the world and they can’t express in words how they feel.
Your gift will be utilized wisely.

Our sincere thanks are extended to you, your father and to your business.

Petbr Gallg /

Commandant of the Slattery Detachment #206

Semper ¥i

Post Office Box #306, Whippany, New Jersey 07981-0306



Mo I 5 Y007
A el o
VW ?/\MVLMQ?JL%#“

w%/,@ V%« wnll g

Al ae T fy Cror g
o 2T

“s . m/‘g%%ff//«ﬂlwz;& _
7‘{ g A WW

J7E Z}_}a



Y
i
L
o
i

\m

Sl
a

g

T

e —

it

&)

[l el ; BRI, - Gl
W e . it 0

e




Business owner recognized for his support of wounded warriors

Business owner recognized for his support of
wounded warriors

Feb 08, 2007
BY Audra Calloway, Picatinny Public Affairs Office

A local business owner was recently recognized by
the Joint Munition and L.ethality Life Cycle
Management Command commander for his
generosity and kindness in support of wounded
military members,

Joint Munition and Lethalily Life
Management Command Command

During a tour of the Jackie Evans Inc., manufacturing Maj. Gen.

facility in p i ai. a . Paul' S. Izzo, Jackie Gvans owner retired
IV?C .tyM assaic M.ch Gen Paul S. Izzo presen;egi Gunnery Sgt. Mario Monaco Jr. and IM&L. 1L.CMC
ario Monaco Jr. with a two-star nOte.’n recognition Aide-De-Camp Capt. Ted Wiley hold a Jackio
ol continued support to wounded Soldiers Jan, 23. Evaus manufactured Army blanket. Monaco
presented the blanket to 1zzo during a tour of
B . . . one of Monaco's facilities. Photo by Pt b
Since Jackie Evans opened for business in 1966, the B Y ’

P Mg

company has manufactured at its various facilities an
array of clothing items from Girl Scout apparel to
designer label Susana Monaco.

However, these days Jackie Evans' employees also manufacture a new product that never
reaches stores - blankets for wounded Soldiers and Marines.

The blanket donations to wounded service members are a fitting gesture because Jackie
Evans' owner has deep rooted ties to the military. Monaco is a retired gunnery sergeant who
served as a Marine reservist with the Company G, 2nd Battalion, 25th Marines, here at

Picatinny. He is also a current member of the Lance Cpl. Robert 1. Slattery Detachment of the

Marine Corps League, a Marine support organization

One of the ways the Marine Corps League supports Marines and their families is through the
Marines Helping Marines program. The program was created to aid injured Marine Corps
personnel recovering at the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Md., Walter Reed
Medical Center in Washington, D.C. and elsewhere.

As part of the Marines Helping Marines program, Slattery Detachment members visit
Bethesda and Walter Reed once a month to give "ditty" kits, atong with encouragement and
good wishes, to injured military personnel.

The “ditty" kits include various gift cards, apparel and other products donated by
corporations. The league also distributes the blankets manufactured by Jackie Evans.

'It's a little peace of home we try to provide them," said Monaco. "We tell (the wounded),

"This is not going to solve your problems, we just want You to know we're here for you. What
can we do?'""

Monaco, who designed the blankets, said the wounded become very attached to the blankets
and aimost begin to think of them as their security blankets. He said he remembered putting
a blanket on a severely wounded Marine and later the Marine's father called to thank him.
The father said his son loved the blanket and held onto it every day.

"(The father) actually started crying on the phone," said Monaco, who later sent the family
another blanket because the original had meant so much to them atl.

Thank you

Monaco's tompany produces two types of blankets, one with a Marine logo and one with an

Army logo. Even though Monaco is part of the Marine Corps League, he said he wants to help
all wounded military personnel

http://www.army.mil/-news/2007/02/08/ 1765
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Business owner recognized for his support of wounded warriors

"We're all one, it doesn't matter," said Monaco.

Monaco donates some of the Army blankets to Picatinny for Izzo and Picatinny Sergeant
Major Sgt. Maj. Gerald Schreck to distribute during their visits to Walter Reed.

In recognition of Jacki

service members and

le Evans' generosity, [zzo thanked Monaco for supporting the wounded
presented him with a two-star note.

"Because of the efforts of individuals like you and companies like Jackie Evans, these
exceptional men and women being treated at these two facilities realize that they have not

been forgotten by the

ir country and their fellow Citizens," the note read.

Schreck echoed 1zz0's thank you and presented Monaco with a sketch of Picatinny inscribed

with the words, "Picat
fighters."

inny salutes Jackie Evans, Inc. for supporting America's wounded war

Schreck also told a story about a visit he took to Walter Reed. Schreck said he spoke with a
multiple-amputee sufferer and gave him one of the blankets. As the Soldier accepted the

blanket, he cradled it

against his chest and started crying. The exchange was so powerful

Schreck said even the medic in the room was crying.

"These guys really appreciate these blankets," said Schreck.

Monaco estimates tha
personnel.

http://www.army.mil/-

t 200 to 400 blankets have been distributed to wounded military

news/2007/02/08/1 765-business-owner-recognized-for-his—support—.. .
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Recognizes

GYSGT MARIO MONACO

>

Frank S. Kish
National Commandant

2006
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE

for the sacrifices made and services rendered to our great country.
Your ongoing support of the Marine Corps makes a difference.

B




12 July 2006

Dear Gunnery Sergeant Monaco,

Thank you for your kind note and for the limited edi

tion prints by
Mr. Tom Miller, 1 ap

preciate your thoughtfulness and generosi&y.

Commandant of the Marine Corps

GySgt Mario Monaco, USMC (Ret.)
18-26 3rd Street

Passaic, NJ 07055
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$gt. John Hertigin and Pfo, Moses Bloom of
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” Neas said in his’

DANIELLI'AUSTEN / DAILY Ric:
{h Marine Division Plcatinny presents Allos
IR @ Lance Cpl. Robert ). Slattery, with th
] g th 38 draped over the:new street sign that was dedicated -
. I memory bf her son, who'was Killed while serving In Vietham,

Dedicate
| CONTINUED FROM / A15

{ | “The dedication of Slattery
. Lane is a commemorative way
to celebrate your son’s ser-
vice,” he said. »

An American flag, which

had flown over the U S, Capitol
prior fo 1he Ceremony, was
draped over the street sign.

Two Marines removed the

banner to reveal the. green and
white marker; which. read
L/CPLR.J. SLAT’-I‘ERY - SLAT-

i TERY LANE, They folded the
flag together and presented it
to Alice Slattery, who accepted
it gratefully, v ¥

The Marines of G Company,

2nd Battalion, 25th Marines,
4th Marine Division of Picatin.
ny Arsenal led a firing squad
salute to the fallen corporal,
which was followed by the
playing of Taps. . ,

Hanover Mayor Ron Franci-
-0l spoke on'behalf of the townri-
 ship, and presented-a duplicate

of the street sign to Alice Slat:

1cate

to honor life of a Vietnam veteran

tery’s. mo

SEE DEDICATE / A20

While Slattery was sent to
southeast Asia;‘the minimum

- “He was & good. friend

requirement restricted Neas from
going to Vietnam for an

who stood-to the s

tery in boot cam
even better som,

when he was 17
opening

18.

towards Sla

again.

the Lance Cpl. Slattery Detach.
ment, which was founded after’
Slattery was killed, said Slat:’
tery was. the only resident of
Hanover to serve in Vietnam,

He was two weeks from
returning home when he vol-
unteered for a search-and--
destroy mission, Gallo said. -
The decision, he said, was ulti:’
matelyill-fated, h

The 73-year old Gallo, a resi-
dent of Cedar Knolls, lobbied’
township officials to dedicate 4
street to' Slattery, The street
chosen marked a yet unnamed
development of townhouses,
Gallo safd,

A wreath was placed at the!
base of the newly christened
sign by Alice Slattery and her
sons, Michael and-John, They
were joined by the Veterans
Alliance of Hanover Township
and Ladles Auxiliary of the’
Slattery Detachment, .

Clutching. a bouquet of red
roses, Alice Slattery thanked,
everyone in attendance for
honoring her.son and his mein:
o !

€,
Rah-

05t 5351
r Legion

,-and Ced:

M For a more
ar Knolls-and

Slattery was renmiembered by

s friend. and fellow Mari
Neas recalled how he met Slat:

tired Sgt. Major Ed Neas of

Detachment of

in ‘Whippany,
Post 155

way.
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including nearl

members of the Slatte

y-based: Lance Co;

Whippan
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- yearsafter Lance
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_ham, he

38 years later, street is ded

Robert J. Siattery
the U.S. Marine

people,
dozen

ry. Lo ‘
She recalled the'last words

TR T R G [ s e g

tery. “We're proud of a native
son who fought at a difficult

was difficult for so many young
men and women,” Franciol
said. c
Slattery, a 1964 graduate of
Hanover Park High School,
enlisted in the Marine Corps in
1966. He served in the 2nd Bat-
talion, 3rd Marine Regiment,
3rd Marine Division, On July's,
1967, Slattery was killed in
. combat, nine days shy of his
23rd birthday.

Pete Gallo, commandant of

time, in a war for freedom that-

he said to her.and |his Tow-
deceased father, Johin, when he-
was leaving Newark to- head’
Overseas: It was a statement
that eerily mirrors the present:’
day wartime situation, i
“Bobby said, ‘Mom and Dad;
I have to do this becausé
have to stop the enemy on their
shores before they come to oty
shiores, and hurt our family’,"
Alice Slattery said. ‘

Ly

Tehani Schneider c;;;:e
reached at (973) 428-6631 or
ischnelder@gannett.com,
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Good to the corps
BY HEATHER ROBINSON
Wednesday, August 2nd, 2006

Dr. Peter Theodorou, an Upper East Side resident and Marine who served in combat in Irag, has found a creative
way to live by the code of the Marine Corps — semper fidelis, Latin for "Always Faithful.”
"When a wounded Marine ends up in the hospital, usually they don

't have much with them, so they're going to
need the basic necessities, like a toothbrush and toothpaste," says

Theodorou, 33, who is an orthodontist,

"Obviously, I'm interested in their dental hygiene, because of my profession,” he adds with a smile.

in 2004, Theodorou founded Marines Helping Marines, a program to deliver care packages to injured Marines at
Bethesda (Md.) Naval Hospital, considered the flagship of the U.S. ‘military's medical centers.

While the focus is Marines, the program also delivers packages to injured Army,

Air Force and Navy service
members.

In addition to dental supplies, the care packages Include such basics as a blanket with the Marine Corps seal,

shampoo, T-shirts, phone cards, postcards, stamps, pens, CDs, DVDs and, when possible, CD players and DVD
players. ‘

"[We include] anything we can get our hands on that is small, compact, and they can carry with them,_ becayse
maybe they'l move to a different hospital, maybe they'll move from intensive care to something [less intensive],"
says Theodorou. "Basically, we include anything we can to make their stay more comfortable."

The program is as much about providing emotional support as material assistance.

"Uncle Sam does a pretty good job of providing what a soldier or Marine needs, but somet.imes thin_gs_ get
[overlooked]," he said. "And I'm sure [the government doesn't] provide DVDs, or stuff that is entertaining.

"It's always good to get something when you're in the hospital, pretty much bored out of your mind."

Natty and soft-spoken, Theodorou, who is single, comes across more like a matinee movie idol than a man who

saw combat as recently as 2003. An infantryman, he served for 94 days on the front lines in Nassiriyah and
Baghdad. .

His firsthand experience of combat enables him to share with his fellow Marines more than just material aid.
When he can, he delivers the care packages himself.

"Of course, you joke around,” he says. "If they know you're a Marine, they will open up, be'c':ause they fee! that
you are their brother. ... They're glad to talk to someone who's had the same experiences.

The project reflects the Marine Corps ethos of brotherhood, Theodorou says, asitis a coopgratlve effort.
Gunnery Sgt. Mario Monaco, a clothing manufacturer who was Theodorou's platqon leader in the Corps, runs
the project's distribution center in Passaic, N.J., where Theodorou and other Marines from as far away as
Connecticut, Massachusetts and Pennsylvania send supplies.

About 90% of the time, Marihes deliver the care packages in person; the rest of the time, the task is performed
by family members of Marines. So far, they have delivered about 150 care packages, "but that is rapidly

http://www.nydailyncws.com/city_life/big_town/v-pfriendly/story/43 9927p-370606¢.html 8/2/2006
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increasing,” Theodorou says.

In addition to providing basics, Marines Helping Marines sometimes takes on bigger projects. In recent months,

for instance, they were able to procure a laptop for one Marine who had sustained a severe head injury and
needed the computer to practice regaining motor skills.

The most common injury the volunteers encounter in visitin
the wounded Marines he visited have seemed to feel forgo
reason the care packages mean so much to them.

g their fellow Marines is amputation. In some cases
tten, Theodorou says. He believes that is the real

"They're more appreciative that somebody took the time to actually think about them than just the material
aspect of it," Theodorou says. "They are extremely grateful that as a grateful nation, we're trying to give
something [to them for their service]. "They want to be appreciated and they deserve it."

Theodorou enlisted in May 2001, after completing dental school and earning a master's degree in orthodontics at
the Universi Pe

rsity of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. Four months later, the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center
and the Pentagon reinforced his decision to serve.

"When Sept. 11 happened, | was in training," he says. "l knew | was in the right place.
"Anyone who has served this country, in any capacity, should be very proud," he adds.

He emphasizes that Marines Helping Marines is not an innovation on his part, but an extension of Marine Corps
tradition. "For hundreds of years, Marines have helped Marines," he said.

His fellow Marines appreciate it.

Lance Corporal Sean Barney, 31, of Chatham, N.J., who was shot in the neck in Fallujah and recently rece_ived
the Purple Heart, says Marines Helping Marines helped him stay in touch with family: "They provided me with a

lot of the littie necessities, [like] phone cards | relied on throughout my stay to communicate with those who fove
and care about me."

Most of all, Barney adds, the visit from Marine Corps veterans lifted his spirits. "These are the people you look up

to with enormous respect, and when they come to your hospital room and say you're a hero, it means an
enormous amount," he said.

Businesses or individuals wishing to contribute to Marines Helping Marines may contact Dr. Peter Theodorou at
(212) 688-6188.

s

*ekk

Do you know a New Yorker who makes a difference? E-mail Big Town Editor Dawn Eden:
bigtown@nydailynews.com.

http://www.nydailynews.com/city_life/big_town/v-pfriendly/story/439927p—370606c.html 8/2/2006



L/Cpl Christopher B. Cosgrove |l
USMCR
08-09-1983 --- 10-01-2006
Our Son, Our Marine, Our Hero

Dear Gunny Monaco,

Words cannot express the gratitude and appreciation we have for
you. Your kindness and participation helped to make the Cypress
Drive street dedication in memory of Chris, an event we will always
hold dear to us.

You helped to make this event one that we will never forget and
one that we absolutely know, Chris was honored to have been
given.

We cannot thank you enough for your kindness and generosity.

Please also thank your family for us for all the time they missed
seeing you because you were working on the street dedication.

You are very special to us. Thank you again so very much.
o
Art & Charlene

b Jessica

And All of Chris’ family members

TThanic you for M%"b‘t |
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Daily Record, Morris County; N.J,, Sunday, May-13, 2007 Al5

Street named after fallen Hanover Mari‘ne«"‘

WARREN

The family of Marine Lance Cpl.
Chris Cosgrove: lli; at right, recelves
a flag In honorof:thelr loved.one
from Marine Lance Cp); Nick Pilios
in Hanover..From left, stepfather’
Art Bowle, mom Charlene Cos-
groves-Bawle, and the Marine's
flance, Jessica Gurdemir. Center Is
Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen. At far o
right, a street sign that has been named after Cos- .
grove lll. Cosgrove lll, 23, was Killed by a suicide car
bomb in Iraq on Oct. 1 last year.
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Gunnery Sergeant (Ret.) Mario Monaco
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