EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA (RSA)/UNITED STATES (US) ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY WORKING GROUP

12-14 June 2001


At the instance of the RSA-USA Bi-National DEFCOM the establishment of the Environmental Security Working Group [ESWG] in 1997 has reached an advanced stage of development.

The Environmental Security Working Group of the 5th RSA-US Defense Committee (DEFCOM convened on 12 June 2001 in Williamsburg, VA (USA).  The meeting was co-chaired by COL S.K.B. Godschalk (RSA) and Mr. Curtis Bowling (US). Special note was taken of the attendance of BG. S.T. Ndabula, Director Facilities, DOD, RSA.


The Co-Chairs reviewed the accomplishments of the past year which included finalization and publication of the handbooks on Integrated Range Management, Base Conversion, and Developing a Defence Facilities Management Website; development of a Commander’s Environmental Training module; participation in development of a “Handbook on Guidelines for ESOH in Military Operations” (On-going cooperative effort with AUS-CAN-US Trilateral); and the development of the Integrated Training Area Management (ITAM) Mobile Training Team (MTT) Course (2)   (to be conducted Sep 01).


Presentation of copies of the completed handbook series was made to the DEFCOM Principals, Madame Madlala-Routledge, DMOD (RSA) and Mr. Bernd McConnell PDASD ISA by the respective co-chairs of the ESWG.


The agenda for the current Working Group meeting included 12 presentations and 6 guest speakers and encompassed environmental education and training, environmental, safety and occupational health management in military operations, environmental impact analysis and management, proposed international military integrated environmental management conference, environmentally sustainable bases and training ranges.


The agenda and discussions conducted at this meeting has led to the development of a Long Range Plan as follows: 

FY02:   

· Participation in development of Handbook on Guidelines for ESOH in Military Operations   (On-going cooperative effort with AUS-CAN-US Trilateral). Participation in International workshop.

· IMET – Staff Officer Environmental Training Program.

· Environmental Education and Training Handbook

· Environmental Impact Analysis and Management Handbook (Concept proposal)

FY03:

· International Conference on Military Integrated Environmental Management

· IMET (MTT -TBD)

· Environmental Impact Analysis and Management Handbook

FY04:

· ACSS Environmental Integration (Modules/Capstone exercise)

· IMET (Staff Officer Training Program))

· Environmental/Social Conversion Handbooks

FY05:

· Environmental Auditing/Management System Handbook

· Water-based Conflict in Africa Workshop

· IMET (TBD)

FY06: 

· IMET (Staff Officer Training Program)

· External Environmental Communications Handbook 

Future:   IMET (MTT –Environmental auditing)

Prepared by: COL S.K.B. Godschalk (RSA)_______________________        ___________


          Mr. Curtis Bowling (US)         _______________________         ___________
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