Minutes of the US/RSA Military Relations Working Group (MRWG)

Held

12-14 Jun 2001

at

Williamsburg, VA

PRESENT

US






RSA

Co-Chairman: RADM Jewett 



MG J.F. Lusse

Joint Staff J-5: Bob Williams

OPNAV Staff: LT Rob Johns

Army Staff: Mr Greg Bogut

EUCOM J-5: LTC Hampton

EUCOM J-3: LTC Dave Zook

US Coast Guard: CDR Barry Smith

ITEM 1
WELCOMING

RADM Jewett (US co-chairman) welcomed all members of the Military Relations Working Group.

Prior to the commencement of agenda item discussions, MG Lusse (RSA co-chairman) proposed two procedural changes to the way future Military Relations Working Group operations would be conducted. 

(1) Future delegations to the annual MRWG should include representatives from the Service staffs (Army, Navy, & Air Force) of each respective country.

(2) Progress of MRWG action items would be monitored by quarterly meetings of MRWG representatives and in country Defense Attachés.  Additionally, when engagement activity levels warrant, MRWG members (at the 0-5/6 level) could coordinate informal meeting (between annual MRWG meetings) to discuss action item implementation.

These recommendations were agreeable to both delegations, pending consultations with Service staffs.

ITEM 2 AGENDA

A. MEDFLAGs

(1) MEDFLAG 01 Mozambique (23Jul-5 Aug 01): MG Lusse reaffirmed participation by 4 SANDF observers (2 from Joint Ops/2 from Medical Services) to this exercise. Exercise focus will involve establishment of a JTF headquarters by 3rd Air Force, which will provide humanitarian assistance to local population during simulation flooding disaster.

EUCOM will provide a point of contact for further Joint Operations (vice Medical focused) discussions. 

(2) MEDFLAG 02 & 03: EUCOM J-3 rep (LTC Zook) reiterated intentions (originally discussed DefComm 2000) to extend invitations for SANDF observers to participate in both exercises and their initial host country planning conferences.

MG Lusse proposed that consideration be given to encouraging maximum participation (extending invitations) by regional militaries.

(3) MEDFLAG 04: Based on conversations between MG Bestbier/Gen Fulford (USEUCOM DCINC) in Feb 01, LTC Zook proposed that the RSA hosted MEDFLAG originally scheduled for FY05 (agreed to at DefComm 2000) be moved to FY 04 (between Jan-Sept 2004).  MG Lusse agreed to this scheduling change. Exercise focus will involve establishment of a JTF headquarters by 3rd Air Force and will focus on providing assistance during a humanitarian crisis scenario.  This exercise will be regionally orientated and the SANDF will assist in encouraging participation by other SADC militaries.

B. West Africa Training Cruise (WATC/USS Gunston Hall):

With the May 01 US/SANDF planning conference recently completed, LTC Zook reported that WATC (31 Oct-7 Dec 01) exercise activities have been agreed upon/coordinated by US/SANDF planners.  With participation by the following units, this exercise will be the most robust WATC to date.
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MG Lusse commented that originally scheduled SAR exercise with P3C might be cancelled. LTC Zook acknowledged and stated that this could be coordinated at future planning conferences.

C. FLINTLOCK

LTC Zook reiterated the proposal (agreed to at DefComm 2000) that RSA host a FLINTLOCK between Jun-Aug 03.  MG Lusse acknowledged SANDF intentions to host this event.  US/SANDF delegation agreed that a planning conference would be held at least 12 months prior to the exercise date. Additional details with regard to US exercise scope/objectives included:

· Bilateral exercise between US/SANDF forces.

· Exercise would involve full scope of SOF forces/capabilities.

· SOF mission focus with airborne assault operations.

· Two to three companies of US SOF forces.

· Several US Ranger companies.

· A US SEAL team.

· SOF capable C-130s/helos.

EUCOM reps agreed to provide initial draft US proposal of forces and objectives (by fax) to MG Lusse.  EUCOM solicits SANDF proposals/recommendations for further activity/event development.

D. JCET (Feb/March 02):

LTC Zook opened discussion on exercise focus/objectives of the JCET currently scheduled for Feb/March 02 (agreed to at DefComm 2000).  SANDF had expressed interest in focusing exercise objectives on “Counter-Terrorist” activities.  MG Lusse proposed events involving aircraft highjacking, embassy evacuations, hostage rescue, and non-combatant evacuations.  MG Lusse expressed SANDF interest in conducting operations with US “Delta Forces”.  In order to further define exercise objectives, representatives will:

SANDF will provide a written proposal outlining desired exercise objectives and proposed activities.

EUCOM will review proposal and provide written response with regard to US unit participation and recommended exercise events that best match SANDF objectives.

E. SAREX:

At DefComm 2000, SANDF agreed to review annual SAREX for possible invitation for US observers. After evaluation it was determined that this exercise would be of limited interest to US training objectives.  It was agreed that this action item would be removed from further consideration.

F. US Observers to SANDF exercise:

At DefComm 2000, SANDF agreed to investigate possible invitation for US observers to attend SANDF sponsored exercises (specifically, Exercise Southern Cross).  Exercise Southern Cross 2001 was cancelled. But MG Lusse agreed to review possible invitation for US observers at Exercise Southern Cross 2002.

G. Service related exercises:

At DefComm 2000, it was proposed that SANDF review internal Service specific exercises for possible US participation/observers. It was determined that there were no 2001 Service exercises meeting US training requirements.  However, Service to Service contact was encouraged (i.e. possible discussion item at upcoming Army CoS visit) and all agreed that expansion of future MRWG delegations to include Service reps could generate additional engagements opportunities.

H. SANDF visit to US Coast Guard Operation Facilities:

At DefComm 2000, the US agreed to extend an invitation for two SANDF observers to visit US Coast Guard operation centers/facilities.  US proposal was to extend invitation for a Sept/Oct 01 visit. SANDF preference is to conduct a visit in March/April 02.  RADM Steve Stead was identified as the SAN point of contact to resolve this issue.  CDR Barry Smith USCG will contact RADM Stead to finalize visit specifics.

CDR Smith presented a briefing on US Coast Guard roles and missions and identified possible areas of further USCG/SAN engagement.  MG Lusse will provide briefing information to appropriate SAN officials who will review for possible future engagement activities/training events.

I. Amphibious Warfare Exercise:

At DefComm 2000, SANDF requested US identify an amphibious warfare exercise in which two SAN officers could participate as observers.  Invitation has been issued and two SAN officers will attend the COMMARFORLANT sponsor amphibious exercise scheduled for 13-18 Aug 01.

J. CV Visit:

A CV visit, in conjunction with the 80th anniversary celebration of the South African Air Fore was scheduled for Sept 00 but regrettably cancelled due to changing US operational requirements. MG Lusse expressed SANDF interest in a possible future CV visit in CY 02.  The US will continue to review scheduling opportunities.

K. NCO WATC Exchange:

SANDF requested that an invitation be extended for senior NCOs to visit/ride US naval ships. Intention is to expand professional development and knowledge of equal opportunity programs/initiatives.  LT Rob Johns (OPNAV staff) proposed an invitation be extended for SAN NCOs to ride the USS Gunston Hall (during WATC) from Rio to Cape Town.  OPNAV will coordinate with NAVEUR to issue an invitation (to include specifics (i.e. number of NCOs, etc)) and begin coordination with CAPT Christen (RSA Naval Attaché). 

L. Staff Exchanges:

At DefComm 2000, the US agreed to pursue staff exchange opportunities and to identify and extend invitations to appropriate events as they might occur throughout the year.  Two SANDF officers (Lt Gen Ngwenya and Col Eggers) attended Exercise Combined Endeavor (which was focused on communications related activities).  MG Lusse stated that this type of exercise met SANDF training objectives and requested that similar events be identified and invitations extended accordingly.  EUCOM agreed to continue monitoring of related exercises and to issue invitations as appropriate.

M. SANDF observers to KFOR:

Based on conversations between MG Bestbier and Gen Fulford (Feb 01), EUCOM rep (LTC Hampton) extended a personal DCINC invitation for up to four SANDF observers to visit US operations in KFOR during the Sept/Oct 01 timeframe.  MG Lusse will deliver the invitation and further coordination will be established directly with the EUCOM J-3 via the US attaché office.

N. NAVAL COOPERATION:

LT Johns provided an update on Service issues and future engagement activities.

Midshipmen Exchange: In Oct 00, six SANDF midshipmen were assigned (for 6 weeks) to DESRON 18 to observe/participate in US naval operations.  Additionally, two US midshipmen will be assigned TDY (23Jul-16 Aug 01) to observe SAN operations.

UNITAS:  Based on past SAN participation in UNITAS exercises (South America training cruise), OPNAV inquired as to whether there is an interest to participate in future UNITAS exercises (in the CY02-03 time frame).  If affirmative, OPNAV will extend an invitation to SAN soliciting RSA participation.

Request for Deep Submersible Rescue Vehicle (DSRV) Services:  At DefComm 2000, SAN requested an agreement for emergency DSRV assistance on type 209 submarines.  Prior to establishment of agreement, SAN submarine escape hatches require certification (cost $200K).  As submarines are in the process of being constructed, this action was placed on hold pending further SAN review.

N. ARMY COOPERATION:

Mr Greg Bogut provided an update on Service issues and future engagement activities. Specifically:

Chief of Staff Counterpart Visit (Jul 01): Possible visit topics/activities were discussed.  They included:


National Guard/Army Reserve roles & missions.


PKO operations & preparations (training events/facilities, workup schedules).


SANDF participation at senior level staff colleges.


IMET opportunities.

Corp of Engineers Briefing:  Roles and missions of the Corp of Engineers were briefed and possible engagement activities were discussed.

Gen Flowers (Commander, Corp of Engineers) will visit sub-Saharan Africa during the Jul/Aug 01 time period.  Army Staff will propose that RSA be included in Gen Flowers itinerary and coordinate a possible visit with MG Lusse’s office.

O. Closing Remarks:

RAM Jewett thanked MG Lusse and the MRWG members for the positive atmosphere and dedicated efforts that all put forth to enhance US/RSA military engagement.  MG Lusse thanked RADM Jewett for hosting the Military Relations Working Group and also thanked all members for their efforts and participation. 
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