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8 5T ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 2001
SUMMARY OF THE M]NUTES

The South Afrlca-US Defense Committee held its 5% annual meetrng from 12 to14 June
2001in erhamsburg, Virginia. In accordance with the provisions of the Defense
Committee Terms of Reference, Deputy Minister of Defense Ms Nozizwe Madlala-
Routledge represented South Africa and Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
for International Security Affairs Bernd McConnell represented the United States."
Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Policy Support, Peter Verga was the
keynote speaker for the US while Deputy Minister Madlala-Routledge was the openrng
speaker for the RSA. This meeting was the first Defense Committee meeting since the -
change in US Administrations and both the US and South African delegations
acknowledged that it symbolized the enduring nature of our defense relationship. Both
sides emphas1zed that all participants should take full advantage of opportunities to
further existing defense cooperatlon and to explore new possrb111t1es for expanding the
. defense. relatronshlp ,

- The meeting included both Plenary and Working Group sessions. Topics covered in the
Plenary session included a US National Defense University presentation on the African
Center for Security Studies: (ACS S), US Peace Operations training in West Africa, the
planned evolution of the African Crisis Response Initiative (ACRI), securrty assistance
for South Africa, and South African National Defense Force ‘participation in

_ peacekeeping operations. 'The South African delegation made special note to thank the -

~US government for its recent grant of $1 Million which will be used to help support

- South African Air Force C-130 aircraft and also expressed appreciation for the US DoD’s
- commitment to seek additional fundrng for the future. The DEFCOM then broke into its
five established Workmg groups for more detarled discussion

The followrng are selected key outcomes of the workrng group sessions:
e US/RSA agreed that both a bilateral dialogue with the Southern African Development
‘ Commumty (SADC) nations and multr-lateral dialogue through the SADC Inter-State
- Defense and Security Committee on ‘regional peace operations was needed. RSA
~ expressed a w1llrngness to engage wrth US DoD on congepts for the ‘evolution of
ACRIL ,
¢ RSA agreed in prmcrple to co—host an ACSS ﬂagshrp program semrnar in South
- Africa.
o RSA/US agreed toa v1s1t by the US Marlne Corps to further drscuss recrurtmg and
. initial training.
e TheUS commrtted to seek ﬁmdrng to support the proposed RSA’s regional medrcal
= ,,trarmng facrhty
¢ RSA agreed to, estabhsh an ofﬁce for the efﬁcrent admmstratron of securlty
~ assistance.
L US Air Force and the SANDF will conduct a major regronal medical exercise in 2004
in: add1t1on to’ srnaller exerc1ses planned for 2002 and 2003 ‘ , ‘



[image: image2.png]. "US/RSA agreed in prrncrple that a US nuclear carrier visit to South Africa remarned a.
high priority. The visit would b cted in accordance wrth the laws and
regulations of both countries

e US/RSA agreed to explore how the US Corporate Council on Africa could cooperate

" with the DEFCOM in promoting US/RSA defense 1ndustry cooperation.

»  US/RSA agreed to evaluate information exchange on Armored Frghtmg Vehicles -

e US/RSA agreed to a pilot project in telemedrcme for the RSA detachment in the

-+ Democratic Repubhc of Congo

e US/RSA agreed to work jointly on three handbooks Env1ronmental Educatron &
~ Training, Environmental Impact Analysrs and Management and Environmental
‘ Safety and Occupatronal Health

Detailed Working Group papers and key references are attached ‘The DEFCOM agreed -
to hold its next meeting in South Africa durlng the month of Aprrl 2002 T
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