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UNITED STATES-SOUTH AFRICA
* DEFENSE COMMITTEE
OF THE BINATIONAL COMMISSION

L The United States-South Afnca Defense Committee {"the Committee"} is hereby
established by the Department of Defense of the United States of America and Ministry

of Defence of the Republic of South Africa {"the Parties"} as a Committee of the United

States-South Afnca Binational Commission for the purpose of facilitating defense
cooperation. These Terms of Reference prov1de a general framework to guide
cooperation between the Parties.

I The Committee will coordinate and manage the developrnent and conduct of the
Parties’ defense relations in accordance with each Party's national policy goals, and will
facilitate regular commumcatxon and consultanon between the Partxes on defense issues.

II. - The Committee will be formally co-chaxred by the Umted States Secretary of

Defense and the South African Minister of Defence. The United States Under Secretary
of Defense for Policy (or desxgnated representatlve) and the South African Secretary for
Defence (or designated representatlve) will serve as Vice-Chairs and run committee .
operatlons The Committee will consist of senior civilian and military officials from

appropriate departments and entities of the United States Government and the South -
African Government

IV.  To facilitate its operatlons the Commlttee will establish a Steering Group to

address broad issues relating to our defense cooperation. The Steering Group will -
manage and coordinate the activities of working groups designed to focus on partlcular

facets of our defense relations. The Steering Group will consist of the vice-chairs of the

Defense Committee plus one additional person from each country as well as the chairs of

' the various workmg groups.

V. Workmg groups will be estabhshed as mutually agreed The initial operatlonal '
working groups will be:

- A. Military Relations Workmg Group to coordmate mlhtary-to-nnhtary ties (e.g.
cornbmed exerclses, visits, and exchanges). e

B. Secunty Ass1stance Workmg Group o discuss on-going and potentlal

© security assistance programs (e.g., Forelgn Mxhtary Sales International Military
Education Traxmng) :

C. Programs Workmg Group to exchange information on tnpmcs such as regional
: securlty issues, peace support operatlons nuhtary support to civilian authorities,
defense management and cwxhan/parhamentary defense oversxght 1ssues.
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. as technology exchange,f cquisition policies, ﬁnanclal management systems, and
. areas of jomt interest and posmble cooperatlon m the acqmsrtxon and technology

“E. Env1ronmental Secunty Workmg Group venue for drscussmg 1ssues such as
base closures, land reclamanon and reuse and water conservatron/drstnbutron

VL "“"The Commrttee will work on the basxs of mutual agreement and wﬂl, as
© necessary, adopt rules of procedures and work programs. The steering group will report -

to the Committee. All decisions taken by the Comrmttee shall be reported in the minutes |

2 duly signed by the heads of delegatrons

- VIL.  The Comrmttee shall meet twrce a year in ordlnary sessnon, alternately in the
Umted States and South Aﬁ'lca ' ,

* VIIL The Partres shall bear all costs assocrated wrth thelr partlcrpatron in the actavmes o
‘of the Comrmttee , : : ,

X : These Terms of Reference may be amanded by mutual agreement at any time.

’ , . S 'Wllham Sy Cohen
 Minister of Defence - N i - Secretary of Defense
~ Republic of South Afrrca S g \Umted States of Aanenca
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" THE VICE PRESIDENT ,
WASHINGTON i 97H‘B‘Y 20 ;",,'“rw

ST AN

~ April 29, 1997

The Honorable William S. Cohen
Secretary of Defense ,
Washington, D.C. 20301-100

Dear Bill:

For the past several months our staffs and representatives of the South African
Government have been discussing the advisability of e;tablish’ing a Defense and Security
Committee under the U.S.-South Africa Binational Commission (BNC). | had an exchange
on this issue with Deputy President Thabo Mbeki at the BNC meeting in Cape Town in
February, and we discussed it again in April during the Deputy President’s visit to
Washington. He and | have now agreed that this is an appropriate time to begin formal
consultations between our governments on the formation of a Defense and Security
Committee. : =

| would greatly appreciate your advice and recommendations, drawing on interagency
expertise, including from the State Department, on the organization and terms of reference
for a BNC Defense and Security Committee. 1 understand that Minister of Defense Modise
and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs are working these questions, as well.

I hope that your representatives will soon be able to meet with their South African
counterparts to develop a proposal for the committee that can be approved in the next few
months. If we are successful in gaining agreement on the proposal, Deputy President Mbeki
and | would like to announce the formation of the Defense and Security Committee at the
July BNC meeting in Washington. : ‘

Thank you for your assistance in this important matter. |look forward to your direct |
participation in the BNC and have no doubt that the Defense Committee will make a
valuable contribution to our increasingly close relationship with the new, democratic South
Africa.

( . Sincerely,

Al Gore
AG:pj
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