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APPENDIX 6

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP
The White House Commission on Aviation Safety and Security, established to review the safety and security of air travel, recommended that the Department of Transportation coordinate the development of plans for responding to aviation tragedies involving private citizens and government employees on government aircraft.  Chief among the Commission’s recommendations was that families of private citizens and government employees receive assistance comparable to that provided after commercial aviation mishaps.  The Commission stated that private citizens and government employees should be informed prior to boarding DoD transportation of their rights and benefits in the event of a disaster. The Commission also urged DoT to work with the NTSB and DoD to evaluate the need to revise existing laws and regulations governing the rights and benefits of private citizens and government employees on government aircraft. 

DoT has formed a Working Group comprised of over 30 Federal Departments and Agencies, including DoD.  The Working Group will develop a response to the recommendations of the White House Commission.

DoD is working with the DoT as a concerned agency that can provide vital information on lessons learned from various tragedies and as a likely coordinator in future disaster situations.  
Findings:


A.  DoD does not currently inform private citizens and all government employees of their rights and benefits in the event of an DoD transportation mishap.


B. The DoT Working Group is developing with inputs from DoD, policies and procedures for providing services and support to surviving families of tragedies.  However, the recommendations of the DoT Working Group may impact DoD response to tragedies in the future.

Consideration:

A.  There are logistical problems in the development and distribution of an information packet explaining the rights and benefits of private citizens and government employees in the event of a DoD transportation mishap. 

