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Office of the Secretary of Defense

 

Reserve Forces Policy Board,

 

The Honorable Albert C. Zapanta, Chairman

 

 

V

ol 1  No. 1

 

President Selects, Sec Def Appoints New Chairman 

to RFPB

.        

 

   

 

         

On March 21, 2002, the Honorable Albert 

C. Zap

anta was appointed Chairman of the Reserve 

Forces Policy Board by Secretary of Defense, Do

n-

ald Rumsfeld. He replaces Mr. Terrence O’Connell 

whose 7

-

year term expired on October 31, 2001. 

Mr. Zapanta was subsequently swo

rn in on 15 May 

2002.

 

Mr. Zapanta is the president and CEO of the 

United States

-

Mexico Chamber of Commerce 

based in Washington, 

D.C.  He was a White House 

Fellow under President Nixon and served as Assi

s-

tant Secretary of Administration and Management, 

U.S. Department of Interior, under President Ford. 

Mr. Zapanta has served on va

rious government 

commissions and advisory committees in five di

f-

fe

r

ent administrations. He is a decorated combat 

veteran who holds the Silver Star, 5 Bronze Stars 

for valor and has 36 years of Active, Guard and R

e-

serve experience.

 

 

RFPB’s Role 

 

In 1947, President Truman, based on his 

WWII experience, asked Secretary of Defense 

James Forres

tal to develop a way to strengthen all 

elements of the Reserve Components. Forrestal a

p-

pointed a committee that in 1949 recommended he 

charter a civilian component policy board to d

e-

velop policies and oversee plans, and programs. 

The committee was redesignated in 1951 by 

SECDEF George C. Marshall as the Reser

ve 

Forces Policy Board and is composed of 24 me

m-

bers and 2 ex officio members. The Armed Forces 

Reserve Act of 1952 codified the RFPB in Title 10, 

adding a requirement to repor

t annually to the 

Pres

i

dent and Congress on Reserve Component 

pr

o

grams. 

 

 

50

th

  Anniversary of RFPB

 

          The RFPB celebrated its 50

th

 anniversary 

Sept 24

th

 in conjunction with the annual Board 

Meeting.  A highlight of  The event was the inaug

u-

ral presentation of the Harry S. Truman Citizen P

a-

triot Awards for Distinguished Service. The Hono

r-

able John O. Marsh was presented the first indivi

d-

ual Citizen

-

Patriot Award. The WWII Women Ai

r-

force Service Pilots (WASPS) received the first 

Cit

i

zen

-

Patriot unit award. 

 

 

The Chairman’s Vision

 

 

Ö

Supporting Transformation

 

The RFPB supports RC efforts to keep pace with 

transformation in strategies, force structure and c

a-

pabilities. The Board acts independently to fulfill 

this role as a policy advisor, meeting quarterly and 

conducting visits to combatant commands, explo

r-

ing current RC issues and mobilization challenges.

 

Ö

Reconnecting with America.

 

The Board has initiated a series of Citizen

-

Patrio

t 

Forums to explore new ways to rekindle our N

a-

tion’s patriotic heritage in the 21

st

 century.  The f

o-

rums gain insight from key stakeholders in bus

i-

ness, government, and education on RC issues, in 

communities across the country.

 

Ö

Strengthening the Board’s Outreach

 

To strengthe

n the Board’s outreach, Mr. Zapanta 

initiated the Z

-

Mail Bulletin. This concise vehicle 

updates key players in the RC community on deve

l-

oping issues. It concentrates our efforts on critical 

policy issues. We value your input on our efforts to 

raise the visibility 

of the RC.  Keep the lines of 

communication open: 

 

 

contact us at www.defenselink.mil/ra/rfpb

 

 

Contact  COL Mari K. Eder at Mari.Eder@osd.mil with comments

 


